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On Tuesday, the nation will gather to hear the President's annual State of the Union address.  The President will use this speech to outline his priorities for our government and the country, but this year, our Commander in Chief has a bigger challenge than ever before.  Recently, our nation has been tested, and Congress and the American people want to hear the President's plans for success.  Growing violence in Iraq, a deteriorating fiscal house, confusion with the newly-implemented prescription drug plan and increased partisanship and corruption in Washington are all problems that deserve attention.  During his speech, I hope our President will tackle these issues and focus on the need for accountability in our government.

As violence continues in Iraq, we all deserve a sound and timely plan for ending our mission and bringing our troops home safely.  Our armed services, military families, the taxpayers and the government have invested so much in our promotion of democracy, and the President needs to shine a spotlight on the road ahead.  I hope our President will offer a strategy for success in Iraq as well as promote oversight measures for appropriate accountability.

There is also much work to be done at home.  As our national debt climbs over the $8 trillion mark, I hope the President will get serious about fiscal responsibility and present a plan to get our government out of the red.  We cannot keep buying on credit or borrowing from foreign countries.  The President needs to stop our reckless borrow-and-spend policies and implement budget reforms so we can account for every taxpayer dollar.  For the future and stability of our nation, we must get our fiscal house in order.

Additionally, the President needs to speak to our seniors, pharmacists and healthcare providers who are currently dealing with widespread difficulty and confusion with the new Medicare prescription drug plan.  The President should offer guidance so that seniors can better navigate the complicated process and get the most from the new benefit program.  We cannot wait for the kinks in the program to iron out on their own.  Our seniors deserve a prescription drug program that provides the coverage they need in a timely and affordable way.

Also, it is my hope that the President will step up and promote a more productive and civil atmosphere and stronger ethics standards in Washington.  Sadly, partisan rhetoric and personal attacks have become par for the course.  Conducting debate in a reasonable way and reducing partisanship are ways that we can improve the effectiveness of our government.  Instead of looking for ways to disagree, we must search for ways to agree and use this as a foundation for our policy discussions.  Also, we must restore truth and trust to our government and demand the highest ethics from every public servant.  The President has the ability to lead the way in these bipartisan endeavors and support the ideals of honesty, integrity and cooperation in our government.  I hope he will rise to this important task.

In his State of the Union address, I encourage the President to not only highlight the progress we've made, but also speak to our country's problems.  With leadership from our President and accountability in all aspects of our government, these are problems we can solve.  Despite these challenges, we are still the strongest country on the face of the earth, and we must demand more from our President and work together to make our country even stronger.
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